11 .-E_l
) Ao ey |
%

L Copyrighted AR Righte: Rescrved,

TS
e .

N
| &

J© A FEN FRGTS FROM WY LIFE
Bes T
e g L N

M Father Sulperi-or

Lo .
LR

Fom

e O H A -

L
= 4

“SAND AS-- =y
o A ' Sy =
tolic fRissionary in South Rmerica.

=g
e




B PEW FRAECIS

FROM

MY LIFE. w

Ve not all who read this paper have seen the various extracts from

my Hography published by the Venezuelan and American press, I beg
leive to present the following resume:

Seeking something far more satisfactory than that which could be

so-called “Society,” I withdrew, in the year 1688, from “the
worlid,” burying myself in the cloistered solitude of the ¢
vent af Qlleria, Spoin.

found

Apuchin con-
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Of this step my family knew nothing until it had been taken, when
their most strenuous efforts, and their use of the most influential means
could not induce me to leave the cloister, They then appealed to his
Fminence, Senor Don Dr. Antolin Monecillo, then Cardinal of Valencia
—now Primate of Spain—a particular friend of my family, to lend his
powerfol influence.

Whereupon this prelate proceced 1o Rome in order to represent
properly the disappointment of my family, and the advisability of pla-
cating them by interdicting the entry of their eldest son into an order
of Monks so rigorous as that of the Capuchins,

The most Reverend Father Joachim de Llevaernas, Commissary Gen-
eral of this order in Spain, and the most Reverend Father Beérnardo de
Andermatt, General of the Order, together with Cardinal Massaya,
himself a Capuchin, in a eonference with Leo X111, on the gth day of
Tuly of the sam= year, obtained from hiz Holiness the Pope, o special
grace which never before had been conceeded, and this: was, that the
usual year of the Novitinte be dispensed with, and that 1 proceed at once
to utter my anonastic vows, with the sole condition, that in the presence
af two witnesses, | swaar that, spontaneously, of my free will, I adopted
the monastic life.

Meantime Cardinal Monecillo received no  answer, and my family
without hope of thus gaining the desiréd result, turned to the Civil
Gavernor of Valeneis, who promptly repaired to the convent, having!
the power to withdraw me from the same.  But on his ardval, be was
presented by the friars with the official record of my profession and
vows, made and Tegistered one week before: rogether with a bull of
his Holiness excommunicating any person who in any way should seek
to promote an anti-monastic spirit in my family, or ally himself with
those who, by nieans of the civil authority, would strive 1o frustrate my
declared desires,

In view of this, the Governor desisted from all further afiarts,

My Father then submittéd the whale matter to the Queen. seeking
through her to obtain from Leo X111 o decree anulling my profession
af Monastic vows,

Bat before this could he effected, the General of the Capuchins,
during his visit of eight days a1 my home, by means of his Jesuitical
arguments gained such an influence over my Father, that he gave up his
oppasition, and consented to go with the General 1o make me a visit a
the convent.

4

Wy pontificint brigf [ woasreleased from the observance of the rules
and eliscipling, so prejudicial o any delicate physicial constitution, il-
thunigh £ proferred to endure these,  Other personal privileges followed
P ek sinecession, the documentary certificates of which T huve cofe-
tully pireserved, in order to prove their authority and authentic iy,
s were submitied o pubiis w.rrutin:,'. under direction of Rew, |
Ml Shinw, 13, 1., iy Lieloved pastor in New York City

Phy sime distinctions with which Rome honored me on my entering
the alotser, wire accorded we at my ordination as Privst ; which by
SpRil pontriciad dispensation 1 received while yet under the prescril-
el e o wirhio passing theough the lower deprtecsof novititbe and
I1|'||| on

Fiitnned my first mass in Anteijtera, my sponsors: being the very vx-
SRl Lty the Conntess widow de Colchado, my Mother's aunt ; also
Do Frinciseo Ramero Robledo, Prime Minister of Spain, an intimate
Pekeniid of iy Father © while the Marjuis de Vega de Armijo presented
BRE by signature the writing of - my ciancipation from all relation (o my
Biiikly, il for the renunciation of my patrimnony and all civil rights of
{iflinugenitare. . No act of my life appeared to me so sublime, none ever
MERNAREL my heart, as this, in which, by a stroke of the pen, 1 dis-
pssarsed mysell of everything to follow Christ, (as 1 thought,)

Mier this T was indocted into the chair of Theolopy in the Convenl
b Antesoera.  “Then with little delay 1 was appointed Commissary of
the Whird urder of Capuchins for the Provinees of Granada, Malaga,
sevliln, Cordova, Jaen, Badajoz and Huelva. These distinetions give
e honer during my connection with the Church of Rome, but of these
Ll not Intend 1o make a baast, nor does this aceasion Tequire any os-
tentaiion,

II.

Why did I Become a Monlk?

The strict religious education which I received from a very early age,
tended powerfully 1o fix an inclination towards the most periect life,

s firmly inomy soul, that it amounted even to a desire for sacrifice,

I'he Jeusits, entrusted with the direction of my ronscience endeay-
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ared to stiengthen this predisposition of my mind, by means of thei
well-known duplicity.

Aly Mothier, having an unlimited devotion to the Order, and desirin
to give me all possible means of obtaining a complete Christian educa
tion and a perfect intellectual discipline, placed me, when [ had scarce
ly completed my eighth year, in one of the schonls direeted by th
Jusuit Fathers,

Although my Mother's
she was the elject of their affection, nevertheless, her action displease

esire wis réspected by all the family, beeaus

some of my relatives, who, becanse they were not devoted to the | esuit
were afrnid these would exert too preat an influence over me, Causin
me to believe my only salvation lay in joining their order. This pr
sentiment of one of the principal members of my family became i
time o reality,

When 1 was fifteen years old, on returning to my home for the vacs
tiom, after having passed my examinations, my whole manner revenle
that my soul had fallen under the spell of Jesnitical mysticisi.
year, on my arrival at home, in the summer vacation, there o
curred in the family a séene, the memory of which will never cease t
move my soul and Gl it with delight.

After the first transports of joy, 1 presented o my Mother the lite
ary prizes obtained by my diligence during the year, and thus receive
from her another prize. with an expression of love, which Lirought t
me worlds of happiness. The gift of my Father consisted in grantin
any special favor Lmight ask of him,

In the year to which I refer at the time of giving him my  Bachelor
diploma, I asked of him the privilege of entering the COmpany
Jusus, My Father was greatly shocked, and, for the first time, brok
his word. * All the family were much moved, ind as my mother was a
ways accompanied by her Chaplain, Father Jose Gavila, my Fathe
fearing that during the summer he would strengthen me in my desir
felt himself obliged to send me to spend the vacation with my uncles,

My Father would not give me permission to go to.a Jesmit University

Fove
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dnd from that time | had as confessor Dr. Don Juan Bautista Sendray
Miut, Royal Chaplain of the Basillica of Alicante,

My Mother, in spite of her admiration for the order, forbade me, n
only to think again of becoming a Jesuit, but even to be intimate wit
them, prescribing for me a certain prudent reserve to be used in t
company, -

¥

Iy Spain, six years of study dre required to graduste a Lawyer, My
st year of reading Law, 1 passed in Graanda, and there, (ree from
the servile yokeof the Jesuits, 1 entered into socinl life, and my former
teligious mystcism disappeared entirely.

A lew yearsafter this 1 was pursuing my studics in the University of
Madrid, There I was found by Father Sang and again came under the
spritual direction of the Jesnits.  Notwithstanding, not until the death
il omy beloved Mother did 1 .q|_;.'|i|1 think af the Cloister

111

Why did I Choose the Order of the
Cnpuchins?

lesuitical training had exaguerated the extreme sensitiveness. of my

ficience and intensified  my spirit of abnegation to sueh o degres,

Wt iy dlesiee for pedfection abliged me to aspive to @ sancity  greater
¥ I £ E

e e 1 had seen smong shem.

I ddigl not know any other Manks, except the barcfodted Carmelites
ol " Desferio de las Palmas,” (the Desert of Palme) in the Province of
Tlmellon de fn Plana, where, a few years prévions, T had been with
iy mother; and, m truth; 1 liked them more than the Jesuits

Aier my Mother's death, while 1 was meditating on the mode of life
| wlight to adopt in order to secure the hest pood of her sonl and mine;
A fire eodncidence placed me in contact with the Capuchins,

i the fifteenth of October, 1886, 1 saw in the sireets of Paris, an
el Capnchin, whose humble exterior presented an aspect of the most
potlect sanciity,  Social exigences did not permit me o speak to him
then, bt an hour Iater, in the speristy of Notre Dame, 1 gave him my
The same night 1 went ta the Convent of

v, begging an interview.
the Capmching

Father Hilario received me:. 1 did not wish to miss the opportunity
ol offering a tribute of regard to this Capuchin for whom 1 still have
heartfelt sympathy.

Vather Hilario is a son of one of the most enlightened families in
Parle,  Giifted with singular intellipeuce, he knows how to unite the
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mudesty of the monk, with the anstocritic colture which | ajptivates all
with whom he comes in contact, The University of Paris has honored

him with the title of Doctor of Philosopthy and Civil Right, and  Rome,

with an exeommunication of hiz works, which, in my opnion. 1% the

LS
greater honor to his intellisence

Father Hilario gave me the address of some Spanish  Capuchins, the

Statutes of the Grder, and the lives of 1he Capiehin Saints
Retirement from the world : o life of constant prayver

! v renitence and
thnegation, like that of the son of Asisy all e

aly spired in deciding me to
juin the order of the Capuehins, which was favored sith peculiar Paguil
privileges,

1.4

What are the Peculiarities of the
Capuchin Order?

The Capuchin Order is the last of many reformations of the grand
family of Franciscans. i i

Maseno tle Bassi, as the chronicles say, seeing even as Luther did, the
-'.nrntj:!:u.-n uf the monasteries and their Timitless tra nsgression. of fus-
tice and holiness, separated himself from the reformation called the
L II'Ihf:n:n';mui.'l,“ that he might keep the rules of St Francis in their
primitive purity,

The persecutions suffered by the Protestants at the hands of the
Roman Church, cannot e compared with those of Maseo and his fol-
lowers at the hands of the “Observantes.” Read the chronicles of the
Capuchins and if you are not scandatized it is a sure sign you h

s ; AVE N
religians feeling, and hold b

un dignity of little valie,

Such persecutions are going an even to-day, but the nature of this
paper does not permit me to speak of them fully, as a complete exposi-
tion of them will be found in my book entitled * Why I Left the
Roman Church, or the Experiences of a Spanish Mank.™

The peculiarity of the Capuchin Order consists, then, according to
the first Article of the Rule given by St. Francis in “keeping the Holy
Eyangel of our Lord Jesus Christ, and living in Obedience, Poverty,

] O histity

This life is midway between Contemplative and the
Active, and should have as its chief end, the sncere preaching  of the
il 5 bt to-day' its ehief end is to extend the Empire of the Pope,
il to hide the crimes of Rome.

Phe Capuchin Convents are the prisons of Priests whom the Bishops
winil there with secret administrative orders to exercise upon them in-
fuimitorial laws.

L thewe Monasteries are invented all the stories of visions and mi-
fiilus, which serve to captivate the peaple.

Fhe Pope has-no confidence in the Jesuits, but he holds the Capu-
dhins as the Aot sofdters to gnard s frontives (as said Leo X111 in
| Intier to us written at the time of the canonization of San Lorenzo de
Iyuidisitinm. )

Ciigdicnce o Rome is such among the Capuchins that S5t Franecis
priscrilies in his Rule, the confinement of evervone who is found in-
fotod with heresy
aliligation it is 1o warch day and night those who oppose the orders of
e Popee, and peresent them: personally o Rome,

I think this is the reason why the Capnchin Order does not register
e than two Apostates, Bernardino de Occhine in 1542, and the au-
tor of this article,  And we have escaped with our lives only because
A wright o refuge in Geneya, and 1 among the noble sons of the great
Rupuiblic of North America; or perhaps becanse of him it was possilile
ik sy, what hos been said of me by an Archbishop of the Roman
Clireliy " nothing in the life of Senior Ferrando indicated that he
vl rench the point of becoming an Apostate.”

A specinl pious characteristic of the Capuchins is the adoration of
Maty, nnel the propagation of her worship, Every Saturday they feast
i homer of her and have the special privilege of saying the Mass of
the Tmaculate Conception, which the Chureh in general celebrates
anly on the eighth of December,  They have other especial privileges
al [lessing pictures, medallions and scapularies of the Virgin,

I'he halsit of the Capuchins, according to the second chapter of the
Cinutitution, should be of rough cloth in the form of a cross with a
Spuche,” or cowl attached, and girt with o coarse rope.  No friar can
have wire than one habit.

A vandidate wishing to incorporate himself in the order, makes
kiwown his desire to the Superior, who, after securing all necessary in-
fntmation, olitains from the Bishop a guarantee of his good conduct,

establishing the dignity of the Costodian, whose
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The day of ingress is o day of feasting in the Convent, celebrated
with one or two unusual ceremonies and a larger allowance of wine
than that ordinarily used under the name of “a §itle switllow™ (tri-
gito.) The ceremony of presenting the garmients is as follows:

All the community gather about the cireular platform in the Church
which is called the Presbytery. The habit of the new candidate is
spread on the floor, having around it four lighted candles, The bell
tolls, as if for the dead, and the Churel is draped in Llack. After the
company has prayed a few brief moments, the Superior appears dressed
in his pontifical robes, bringing with him the new candidate.  If he is
to hecome a * Father™ (Priest) the tonsure is already made ; a Lay
Hrother reqguires none,

The Superior ascends to his chair and two muonks take the candidate
and lay him on the habit as though he were dead,  Over his outstretch-
edd form another Father, elected by the Superior, preaches a sermon on
the necessity of dying to the world and its pomps and vanities in order
to live wholly consecrated to " the Church,” which is the Kingdom of
Christ. At the close of this moving address, the Superior intones a
hymu, in which all the company join, and then disrobes the aspirant
and reclothes him in the habit.  Now, dressed in his monkish garly
he turns towards the Superior and kneeling, kisses his feet and
hands.  Then, greeting the Fathers and Brothers with an embrace, he
goes with the ather Novices to the " Noviciado,”" which is a place sepa-
rated from the common edifice, where he remains confined for vear,
without being allowed to speak even 1o the Monks, or to write or re-
ceive letters or messages from anyone, until his profession,

To-day the roughness and coarseness of the habit has disappeared,
and every friar has as many habits, made of as fine cloth as the riches
of his family or friends allow,

Dur readers will not take itamiss if we give them but o brief glimpse
af convent life,

The convents contain as many Monks as their capacity will allow,
There are separate convents for Novices, Choristers and Regulars.
The first besides the community of the Monks contains a Sepnrate
huilding for the Novices. The second is for the Choristers whe having
completed their Noviciate in another convent, are removed hither to
finish their Monastic studies.  There is another class of friarz, who

1]

Wik thie three great vows, and are cidled * Lay Brothers,” and who are
dhtped with the domestie duties of the convent,

Fhe tulie of the Capuchin Convents is that all should rise at midnight
e Matins and Laudes, ot to-day, in scarcely any convent is this
fille iliserved except in those of the Novices, Still, in order that the
Pajile miby not note this' fault, the bell man never fails o tall the Lell
RO Hig stroke of twelve.

AL ot o'elock they retive te sleep until quarter before five, when all
The morning service is begun by the Su-
PR whio recites once the Ave Maria, which, rl{'t'urﬂiru..r ter the custom
Ol e Capuehing, is repented every hour; these all join in repeating the
Aol and three Ave Marias to the Virgin, and the Litany of all the
B, wlier which, two monks, kneeling liefore the chair of the Supserior,
LA e ko im o deal from which he reads prayers for the extermi-
MRl of - hereties, prosperity of the Church, and  health of the oo,
IR e of the Choristers reads the meditation for the day, which must
HE L the Massion of aur Lord ; all the lights are extinguished and the
WHGIE Cunpuny remain in rigorous silence until six o'clock. At half
IR ve fdsses are begun, aceording to the order prescribed Dy the
HUPOEIE it the Dieginning of the week, on a tablet in which the names of
Wl W Tathiors are written, A few atn time, the Fathers steal out of
W Chale and perfonm a silent mass at the different altars in the main
il the ohureh,

AL Bls o'cliock, the Superior recites: the Ave Maria, and retires from
e Chisle, whhile the Fathers chant in scarcely awdible vaices Prima and
i

AR BN ds these Latin prayers are begun, the Lay Brothers leave the
e e prayers of the Lay Brothers consist in reciting the Pater
Nuslet twenty-five tines for the Matins, five tmes for Landes, and seven
i T ool of the hours, Prisa, Tertia, Sexta and Nona, twelve times
Hir Vaspsenw, and seven times Tor “Completas,” at the clazge of the diy.)

When Tertin is over, which is at halE-past six, the Conventual Mass is
pin it which formerly used to be said for the sonls of benefactors of the
LGRRRRL Lint i o only repented for gain,

AR s all whio are not engaged in saying mass go tothe Refectory
W B i olate : then the Brothers separate,  Some oo to work in
W vopsbable gardens, others 1o beg alms in the city, and others to the
MEbE ok of tallor, cook, and shoemnker.  The Fathers must |'ass
W Wy G o eaion ard stidly

Fhair il O L] the '.fhuil‘.
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At uleven the bell is rung, and the Fathers and Choristers flock 1o th
Chair to recite Sexta and Nona.
Half-past eleven is the hour for dinner, which consists of SOy, med

and vegetaliles, accompanied by desert. In all the convents wine s al

Jowid.

After dinner all kneel before the Superior who is seated in his chain
and, beginning with the youngést, each mokes his confession in thi
way: My Farher | confess my faults 2 I am 0 wicked mounk, not [HeE
forming my oblizitions ;™

then Die naines some special offense and i
given a pennnce by the Superior.
chapter from the New Testament in Latin, and a Chorister reads a stor
af the Saints, or a portion of the Chronicles of the Order,

(e of The Fiathers then reads

Fhie afternonn is passed in the sime wiy as the moming antil si
welovk when pravers are recited. At seven supper is served, and aft
that there i= an hour of recreation, when the Fathers may converse wit
Fathers, Brothers with Broathers, and Choristers with Choristers, At |1iﬁ
a'clock all in the Convent should be asleep,

This in short, 15 life in the Monastery according to the Eule of tl
Qirder, but on entering the Monasteries of to-day one finds that theactu
prastice s far different.  This s u'h:,' good Monks find life yearable
all their illusions conceming the Monastic system are dispelied as soq
as they have seen the inward corruptions of these institutions.

It seems to me that the hard walls of the Convent of the Magdale
then received and will ever bear the record of my tears and my affi
tigns as | was imprisoned in their precints, withont hope or consolatio
They might tell how my spirit suffered when 1 saw the vittuous Fath
Bernnrding leive the convent never to be heard of by us apain,

There, in the same convent hived such men as the infamous Fah
Reos, who mixed potions for hisvictims, that with their bodies certa
seandals might be buried o the silence of the grave.
Vol 1, in my work " The Three Phases of Life,” which contains extra
fram the orginal documents and papers.”™)

(See chap.

), Gk, how could I remain in a Monastery the scene of such crime
and in 2 community so depraved !
Phere 1 saw what I never could have imaginegd untl 1 gained

inside vicw \
While 1 was Secretary of the Supetior Geperal of the Capuehing

Spain, a secret order from the Sacred College of Cardinals abliged

against my will. and contrary to the rules of the Capuchins, to underta

]
it dulicate political commission favaring the election as depute of
Accrime committed by Monks of the Mb
fBEY ol Antiguent wits suech as to throw this town into extreme exoite-
IR s b vt o be seen in the reports and remarks of  the newspapers
W ey, Butwhy gointo the sickening derails of the many outrages
Bty aned seacial purity?

wunrtain tavorte of Kome,

Pl Padls mye here tovstare the deflement and red-handed sin, of stch
AT e Fadher MNicholis who was expelled for a social erime, ond as he
el disclirged o revalver at the Superior; Father Prudencio cgually
sliimetons aned guiley 3 Father Carlosa beastly sot as well as a monster of
LUULENLEARRY
g the bipntality of the Monastic system, which, mstead of making men

What shall be said  of the nameless deeds, the infamons cun-

Wy by bts prson severity of discipline and its worse than prison morals
LI
Phie datills of these notorious seandals known to mysell, ogether with

ehih i godd men, the sparit and compels the acts of Convicts,

Wi obisciimentary evidence of the same, | reserve for pubilication i my

Wk 1o be published later, enntled * Convent Life Ravealed" hya
Mipedbr af the Capochin Ovder in Spain.

Uil Bearts in which any feeling lingers, why have vou proscribed me ?
WY il me © Apostate . dnd “infamoug " st not a free and pure
Puiheience which demands @ -separation from siih dt-i||1l'.'1|lh: breings ?
I8 0 et the very voice of my tender Mother, which in the sorrowful
Wil | passed in the Cloister, bathed in tears, and bitterness of spirit,
palll tome ; Yo forth, my son, go forth for the love of Gaod, before
whiom yonn have howed the knee, for the love of your own zoul, and Tor

Ly, tiarry not, least the tainted air of thit foul slough

e o to e !
Wiy you, and destrov the good seedwhich, with so much care, 1 labored

M s (o your heart, from thie first years of your life | ™
Ihi yai necd further evidence 2 T willsay w you, that, after becoming

wiperior 1 snw that | was indanger of losing my self respect, as it seemed
Ipessitile in the circumstances (o act with any .‘i'trlr'n:ril]r'
Chily 1w fncts are needed  to prove the actunl state of the Convengs
I Very Reverend Father Jose de Monovar, Povineial Vicar of Spain
bl b e of my relatives; “1F before becoming o Monk 1 could have
Dbsgtinesd what exists i Convents, and what I see’in them, I never would
He himself wrote me a letter which T copy liere

Ny el rel one”
Wl wan i e

Keverend  Father Eduvarda de Pego, Superior of the Convent of
Minluenr e Barmmeda :
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OiriuRna, JUXE 3, 1593
avor in which yon are

t patimable £
:tp]:aulnhlh:m as

My Dear Father &
i the decree of My

T have Teceived your Reverence
pleased to Acknowledge the eceipt ©
Vicar Provincial,

1 thank your Reverente very warmly for
an act of special Lourlesy charaeteristic of yo
af good will roward me, but, this auide, does it appear i
o patrse of satisfuchonto ausume b s0 heavy 1n
I have indeed accepted it, Lut only heaniise
* (blind slimission 1o Superiors’)
he Mpst Reverend Father Calasne, Counsellor
Fide, the Holy Offioe, Dishops
fjudicating all cases arising in
hie Roman Clergy,
He

ot {elicitarion, for it wis
ur Revergnce, anid a token
» vou, dear FFather
the aetial cirpam-
siances? of my obligation
af “Holy Obedience,
Another letter from 1

of the Congregation of
anid Regulors (Speoinl Seur
the ‘different orders of Monks)
whieh he adldressed 10 me and which 1 sl
writes as Tollows S

matted Lo s with
ere pxists In the

tlie l"rupaga.ml:t
ot Conrt for fic
and Exanminer ofix
v 10 Ty possEssion.

and Ly meansol authentit
4 low COonspiracy,
enernl, and-

evidenoes,
Provinee of Toledo,
he authority and prestige of the Courier'di

the Superors Gieperal, and their delegates and condjutors ;. we wish
your Reyerence Loy bring and present to s the documents and letters, all
ani several, which you have receiver since your clection a8 Superiar,
whatever the character of theauthors of these deguments and letters, in
which are treated matlers of: Provinaial Fleations, (yavernment of the
Oipder o CGeneral, OF i thee Provinee of Toledo, or of Sujerions Creneriil
ar of thie Courier Generallor of deleates of the same
Use all means within your powery and 1 exhort you 1o procesi without
fear or favor und  without prersonal soritples in this matter, and that
wherever yun discover at indication of any pussible evidence for 'my
povernment, do whatever seems 10, you st for the spme, and 10 this end

[ give you the arder of * Holy Obedience,”
Tple hongrof the Superions General is to be e
and 1 promise 1o you the most inviclabile gerrecy.
Ihus, in the stite 10 which every dispassionate Peit
iy spirit toreured with doubis and sorrows, | wis compelled
4 lifie pitiful enongh. [ turned tomy God 3 1 cried to. Heaven for light

which should indicate 10 mE what T ought 1o do, piat the heavens seemed
{yraas abave my head and upon 1 conscience there fell B

my agitage
pentle dew ol petee.
What conld 1 do in such pxtromity 7 Leave the Order?

|,1uninmu_l.f, | knew that its members were unworthy, but 1 desired to
uuhﬂllhl pristine purity. 1 prayed, 1 consulted venerable Hishops;

s aving sub
documents that th
and plots ngainst

garded abive all things.

Jer can Imagine Moy
todrag ot

1
persinal friey '
1ds, wh
t6 Betti iy Found] themselves el
given me, sanueh perplexed as o th
e L COUTis,

Thi wifai 1
airs of the ()
e Order had Lecome more and
Anek e 2hormy @
1y i

desperite wil '

. ¥ e i was- aband

first {.Illlr"h.'] i Aol "“I'.:l l""' R:'\- I

¥ mrrEe] of the Gene 4 sverened He :

Nuns of e General of the emabe de -"'l-‘ti'lrl-::l
1

1:h‘IIJ.L‘r who to-elay 13 Chapl (¥} IE'I
] : » 0 1 |-|-| 13 '| amn o
L, X I -|.l|'|-l..1 1 ﬂ.h] 1i|'.f i : - ; the Co went
semerl L I Lh-.l s NPTy L | }
:—I CTETey a”H! “:htll.' LDl i +! lhl.]'i-
this jll Wil e Lo gidd Q M SEINE 1 LT
1T
i ih LR I il | . M {.\ I‘
L ! AR DL

of Leon, and

’Il.fn L= (=T ] 1 5 o 5 r the 'l.l ELLONS ol
LI T
Ih.l l Hrs 1o
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entertain worldly aspirations 3 05 o Muonk, “'|1.:1|. Idi-ﬂing'nin'h:.-l.l liomors
and rewards, when I chose thie hard life of & Missionary | . _

Could God abandon me 10 such o I.um:|-.1,t'lj_]|:_=1:m_- .,.,-]-..]l.; J'I-::-i‘ |I-L'-l1r;
was-sepking dll the more (0 merge my. w ':_Jt 'm_ Ihr-_' _I|n|_|un-:i|lniq:. :-11u|1| r
1 end by losing faith i the Pope and in hits r_l.-hj.-,mn' I i .n(rl ?Jll..'
lieve them, and yet day and night [ wept Dbitterly hecauvse | .imuh,: il
that inseperable from that religion was the God of my II.I:I.lTL"\l. Tt |:r
whein T Toved with all my-soul 1 remembered 111—..:- picty, I.mt‘ s !.I‘-
ties and counsels 3 and finding myself sq far Ftnnr thinking wlhdt I Ihf.;i
thought while she wasstill living, I sank overcome in a sea of donlit ane

BOETOW, : I I . A
I ouaht now Lo say thait, withoud knowing why, after having devole

myself for some time with intense hlt-:n'_."'l to the study nl: lilucr T:ﬂl:c Ili
the Vilinte version, and having seen in iLmy |'u1.1|;I1|:.'f j.ﬂsttll.l_t, re
solvid 1o tench the Bilile only, using no commentarics of any L|_|1r1 1:11
all my public se¢emons and private instroction in the confessional,

songht to inculeate my ideas, . , o

Some of the Monks noted thisand warned me that 1 wits llu.m:m!l.
very liberal, Up to this tme | had never thought of hecoming .-|..] rn!.—
m-il‘mt for the simple reasan that, accotding to what ['had reud, | mtt:iu-
tantism could never sansfy the Iongings of my heart. 1 n-:u:rl-:.d 1o lovi
the God my mother Toved, a God alllove ;11:|d goodness, whao in Detter
splieres had |.n,:p:;;e¢l for us erernal monsions, where our dear ones
should e united with ns sometime to part no more. . L]

[ also needed o religion which should have for its foundation I_'.ln':m;
Truth, and one which should be accompanied by 'I!I'I:t: .-'1.1.'+_:4:.11:5I I.:I]u::l}-,
and holy Equality anil human Brotherhood : and Ehrs religion | l|||:1,_r|r:|t
think 1o find in- Protestantism, acoording to the ideas [ had received
from the Koman Apologists.

For this reason, w0 hecome a disciple of the pure {Iin.-up_ul I supposed
would place me alone in the midst of the world, Jooking forward to an
impossibile Utonis, o . : W _

One day, retorming fronn o visit ooto .-It'lk person, thie “‘IFL] walted over
the sandy street, o lodose leaf, which fell r1j{!1l i"-'t'l'ﬁ‘ _'”-.'*' feet. 1 took it
up and saw that it contained 4 hymn with music, its author no other
thin the munch persecuted Father ], W Cabrer, an ex-Eseolaplan, now
the Protestant Bishop of Madrd,  Without stopping to read the- leaflet,
I hid it in my pocket, and tumed anxiously towarils my home .

Pliere T shut myself in my room and Began tooread the hymn, 1L

157
bevond my dtmost power to say how 'dftjll}‘tlll:;' heart was impressed
by the finding of this precious treasure, My soul was full New 1
did not stand alone in the world, 1 saw that outside of the Church of
Rome. which imposes doctrines repugnant to reason, and corrupts so
many soulsin the hame of God, there existed true believers in my Moth-
er's God for whom my soul thirsted,

From thay day I.was happy.  As mny 2oul could no longer continne
in such violent agitation, I took steps toward realizing my new ideals.

During the night T wrote an order for all the Monks to procecd to
Carncas, wnder pretest of the Revolution in Colombia | remained
alone in Barranguiils with & Lay Brother, From: that tme T emploved
eVery occasion to investigate Protestantiem and Protestants, but no one
could give me any satisfactory information,

Chday there came a Beata (o woman Ir'ii:;_dly devered ta the Church
and Priests) too me for confession, and | gt unce asked her if she ever
had the misfortine to speak at any time with Protestants, or with per
sons who had any relation with them. The, Beata hesitated and ans.
wered me, " Father 1 have a-sister who has some Protestant books, ™

“How is that?" said L “Can you sleep tranqguil, ‘with that deadly
poison of the soul near you,in your house > Go without delay, and
bring me those books, [ can give you no absolution. before voit bring
them to me!

The Beaa departed, and after o short time returned with o New
Testanient, a Bible, a hymn book and a tract entitled * Lucilla.” I gave
her absolution, and went immedintely to iy hose,

All that day I «pent locked in my room comparing the Bilile with my
own, The transtation was most faithful. and had none of those errors
alleged by Roman authors to exist.  The only difference was the
absence of the Apocryphal Books,

What are the Apocryphal Books? What end do they serve * For
several days, I devoted myself exelusively to the stidy of these books,
The Roman Church teaches us that the Beformers rejected them for
the sole reason that they were in conflict with their Protestant system of
belief; but after a careful study I inferred that, if Luther had lacked
that faith which impelled him to acheive some of the gredtest works
which the human mind has accomplished, he would necessarily gvail
himself of theaid of such books to establish o worldly cause, =

In-a word, the Apocryphal books, if they are necessary to sustain the
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power of any man, are proved pseless: in a2 Divine canse, and even in
many cases would be destructive to the Tm.‘it}' of religion,

In this conflict [ needed some one who -should aid wie; and whao
Letter than'a real Protestant ¥

Rome Leing so full of intrigues, fallacies and perversities may be false
and perverse when speaking of Protestantism ; on the other hand, 1 read
the hymns, and said ‘to myself, “impossible that o community which
expresses itself in such hymns should be corrapt. I will speak with the
Protestant pastor himself

Buthow?  In Parguaipoa, a little hamlet near Maracaibo and sub-
ject toits jurisdiction there wasa Capuchin Monk m whom T had perfect
confidence, and of whom I couild avail myself n all cases of difficuloy
That very dav I-sent him pn order to come without delay to Barran-
quilla.  He arrived within a few days,

I told him nothing the first day, except that 1, not liking 1o remain
alone, had decided o close the residence in Paraguaipoa for some time,
I despatched an order to two Monks who remained there to remove to
Rio Hachn and to put themszelves under the order of the Custodian
wntil fiurther notice:

‘The following.day I called to my office the Monk alluded to, and afrer
imposing upon linm entive secrecy, which the case demanded, 1 revealed
my desire and entrusted to him my commission, which was noother than
o go and speak with the Protestant minister,

At first 1 did not tell him my real purpose, and he, thinking there was
a muatter for - secret investigation in order to write something against
Protestantism, made no ohjection. I commissioned * Beata™ to buy o
spit of citizens” clothes, and tharshe might not suspect anything, Itold
her that on account of the Revolution, T had to direct certain secret
metsures,

At last the supreme moment came for taking cpe of the most extra-
ardinary steps of my life; for the first time there fell Gpon me the ciirse
af the Pope, and Ins excommunication destroyved forever the “virtues™
which with so'much care my own sweet Mother had sown in my heart.

It was pine o'clock at night when, by a secret door, and dressed in
citizens clothes; my chosen helper left the house of the Capuchins: 1
myself opened the door for him, and whispered, “Courage and prudence!™
as [ parted from him in the street. The rays of the sinking moon were
kissing the hills for the last time, leaving the earth wrapped in the black-
ness of night. My heart beat with such violence and so filled my whiole
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Breast as to almost stifie me ;| the moments appeared. to me ages, and
51:.1r_-.'uiy had my emissary turned the first carner before I Lu:g:u to he
anxiong ftor his return,

It 'I:l':'.lliJLl. be impassibile to deseribe all that passed through my mind in
that time of waiting. Anxiety possessed. me, and in EVEry dircetion 1
looked with uncertainty. Am I a eriminal? [ said to mvseli “no, dor
my conscience remains tranqguil.”  Whatde I fear? There h nothing for
me o fear !

1 was filled with longing 1o discern the form of my Beloved Maother, in
arder to read in ber face whether perchance she a;:[uuw.:lr[ my designs,
C I:;-c;.- si;ihs Efi(,‘ﬂ.i‘lnf:(! from me, as the time dragged on intermingbly,

?\nw 1t seented to me that I'sww my mMessenger in prison
and the town in an uproar with the news that a disguised ' Capuchin had
Ecun caught by the palice in the house of the Protestant missionary,

*o® % Already I'seemed to hear the sad news that Protestantism

could not satisfy the aspirations of my soul. 1 cried to Heaven and
h:_r-.*::miy besuught a happy issue out of my distress, and above all the
Divine Grace, ta do in everything and always the will of my God, '
e last an almost imperceptible sound was heard—the concerted
signal,
, With anxious haste I opened the door silently, and until three o'clock
in the mornjng 1 held my companion in close conference,

The following day I received a letter fram Rome in which [ was told
ta forward an order to the Custodian to present himself withour delsy at
the Capital of the Catholic world ; and I was assured that he would not
return to Colombia, and that if 1 desisted from my effort o be made a
secular priest, the news of which had been received in. Rome with
greatest astonishment, Ishould be mude Custodian, provided 1 obrained
from his Holiness a dispensation on account of my youth, the required
age being at least forty-two vears. :

This letter I answered from ** Christ's Mission,” in New York.

After studying carefully all that® my companion had told me with
regard to my now beloved Brother, Mr. Pond, Fagain commissioned him
te go by night and ask for a Bible, an exact copy of - that which he him-
self used, and for his creed, and o obin his teply to certain questions
concerning his concept of human. dignity and liberty. At the same time
I sent to Mr. Pond 4 poem on liberty, in order that he might see in it
my awn idens, and might tell me if they agreed with his,
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When my companion returned, T had the immense satisfaction of
knowing that Mr. Pond ‘was just such a counsellor as I langed' for.

His conversation and intercourse soon dispelled from my mind all
prejudice against Protestantisn.

Within a few days T had the pleasure of receiving Mrn Pond in my
house, with all precautions which the case required and nnder protec-
tion of the darkness of night.  In our interview no point of polemics
was discussed, 1 confined myself to asking if the Bible were really the
ritle wpon. which-the Protestants based thelr conduct, and réceiving his
answer in the sfirmative, I said, *1 am @ Protestant,”

After this interview my sermons treated of the Seripturé as the
supreme authonity,  This doctrine [ preached in the Church of the San
Rosario, and in the Cathedral of San Nicholas, in presence of & grent
cungregation,

Whether by reason of public manifestations of my faith, or Lecause of
my private conversations in which I had declared that neither Pope nor
ceremonial observances can avail ; that only faith within our souts, in-
spired by the Spirit, fed by the word of God, can snve; cértain it is that
I received o letter from the Bishop of Cartagena, who was my friend in-
viting e toon personal interview,

This appeared to me the best occasion for leaving fhe Monastery,
which I at once arranged 1o/ do.  Remembering that the Moukswould
deprive me of my manuseript, as they had done in the case of others
and not bemg able to remove my  trunks with me becnuse of the Reve:
lution, 1 deposited all my effects in the house of n friend. whom 1
informed that, from that moment he was to regard me as having of my
own will abandoned the life of a Monk, and for this reason he should
not surrender my trunks 1o anvone nor permit any one to search them
I'ordered the Lay Brother to- go to Rio Hacha, and ook with me the
Monk before mentioned.

Arrived ar Cartagena, the Bishop said nothing parteular to ws. Very
iriendly with me, as he had always had been, he placed ot my disposal
an apprtment in his palice.  One thing seemed 1o -me strange, as being
contrary to his custom.  He sent my companion to the Seminary 1o
lodge.

At night the Bishop and 1 remained together for a long time, ﬂi.-i;:u"::;_:
sing the affgirs of the Capnchins and the condict of certain Monks a
athers

I'then declared myself determined to leave the Grder My intentio

ay

Wis to leave the Churck of Rome) T remained with the Bishop eigh

ﬂny}'» aiding him in the services of Holy week, and preaching :

Twa days after Easter | took my leave to go to Curazag, -

~ Atourparting we both wepr, | for thinking of the disappointment the
venerable prelate would feel—he, from whom I had received 50 many
proafs of affection’; and he at the thought that, from Curazao, 1 wonld
8o 1o Spain, and so lost all hape of Seeing me again, :

Phere are moments in Life 50 agonizing that no pen can Tepresent
“:II.'TIJ. When I parted from the Bishop I experienced a sharper and
hitter conflict of spirit than any I had yet suffered. The Grace which
I'had' received in Barranquilla seemed ta e withdrawn, and | again
suffered that weakness of heart which 100 frequently |1m':'|:.ni tiy bie the
hidden shoal where on our nohlest purposes run aground, or are totally
wrecked, My whole hotizon seemed 1o gather Blackness, from my
purposed * Apostaey,” and frightened me almost to the abandening of
all my plans, L sank farther and farther intp the depths 3 at the very
1Iuw;:.~;t deep of my dejection, there clearest | heard an inner volce ii.‘l}:—
ing, “Forward ! the Martyt's death is a thousand times preferahle l‘:l the
life of a hypocrite !

At last, on board the steanyer, T mist several friends who, because of
political complications felt obliged 1o imigrate to the hospitable Isle
whither I was alsg hound, .

Several hours before linding T pur off my Monkish
away the *sacred ™ tousure, and put on eitizens’ dress,
~ Un the steamer ticket, | had written my ariginal seculac nams, think:
ing thereby to escagpe notice on Arfiving at Curpzae,

Byt looking over the published list of Pazsengers, the Spaniah Congul
1]11‘.:“;'1 who knew several members of my family, noted my arrival and
petid me a visitar the hotel ; and himself inforied the Bishop of Curazne
of my arrival. “TPhe Bishop that very afternoon paid me a visit and in-
vited me to lodge at his palace, which However 1 could not do, for the
simple reason that acoording to the instructions of Rey. Mr. Pond of
Barranyuilln, 1 had already written to R M. 1. Norwood, agent of the
American I.iihh: Socicty, who was to give me aid and counsel at this all
IMPOIANt junciure.

Al Curazan was aware of my presence despifte all my efforin 1o
remain unobserved. This made my position only more diffenlt, and
demanded more cournge and will in brder to adapt & resalute line ol
conduct. I greatly needed quiet in order 1o m:un-‘ﬂlmhn'mwﬁq.‘

gy shiaved
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I must receive my friends, knowing at the same time their suprise and
disappuintment to come,

Hence it seemed bestto change my hotel without disclosing my des-
tination, The évening of the nextday I had the pleasure of seeing
Rev, Mr. Norwood, whi' had arrived that ‘day in his launch, During
our interview it was decided that I remove ar once o Mr. Norwood's
house ; that the authorities be requested to grant permission and pro-
tection to anmounce publicly in the theatre, our renunciation of Rome.
The permission was given,

After all precautions had been taken, hand-bills were scattered through
the town, which caused as great a stir asif so many cartridges of dyna-
mite had exploded.

From the moment of issuing the notices of my separation from Rome,
a stream of letters had poured in upon me; some of these almost broke
my heart, and others I did not reéad for fear they would make me untrue
to my 'word and my conscience,

The agitation and stress of 1oy spirit can better beé Dmagined thian
discribed.

At 2 1 M. T serout for the Theatre “MNaar! The spucious edifice
was filled with people.  The first words of my address were: received
with solicitude and silence which soon changed it fond  acclamanons
and applanse so frequent as to inturropt my speech at theend of every
sentence. My address was a triumph,

Meantime my fellow-Monk had-succombed to the promises, fatteries,
importunities and lies of onr Roman friends, e broke his good prom-
ises and failed to put in an appearance; 1 had now also to speak again
in the evening, in order to fulfil the published program. At five v, AL
the Chief of Police came ta announce that he had received notice the
priests were prepared to make a disturbanee that evening, and he coun-
selled me not to 2o into the street until the arrival of an escort of police.

The hour was at hand and [ withdrew to my room to offer myself in
sacrifice to God.

I reached the Uheatre and had not spoken two sentences, when there |
arose preal confusion and ovteries, which seemed 1o increase every
moment. ‘The police on one hand and the protestations of the general
indignation on the other, against this outrnge, made it impossible to
spenk:

Several arrests were made, and order being restored, at request of the
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audience I continued my-speech to the end.  On leaving the Theatre,
stunes wire thrown at me, but did not reach me.

Yielding to the supplications of my fellow-Monk, I resolved to go to
the Episcopal palace to have an interview with the Bishops. Having
been previously invired, the principal Ecclesiastics and persons of im-
portance in the Islund were there awaiting me.

T'he first act of this conference was to. demand that I sign a writing,
which was * o recantation of my utterances upon the true and only
authority in matters 'of faith and practice ;" the Holy Scripturés—a pro-
test that the discourse in the Theatre was exacted of me by threats and
violence from Mr, Norwood, and a declaration that, fearing that the
persecution of the sects which Mr. Norwood could direct agninst me;
I wow voluntarily placed myselt in the hands of the Bishop, that T might
livein retirement & and to this intent I prayed the Civil Authorities to
forego an investigation as to my person and conduct.

When this paper was read to me, I was filled with indignation; and
said with great resolution:  “Gentlemen, if | had not ample evidence
that the religion of Rome is not true, rather that it = rottén to the core,
full of intrigues and falsehood, this very attempt to deceive me, would
fully confinn my opinion.  Therefore let none of vou regard as strange
my withdrawal from Fome without further delay,”

This'said I ot once left the conférence, and that evening soiled for
La: Guaira in the company of Rev. Mr. Norwood and General Mac
Pherson, of the Venezoelan army,  Both in LaGuaira and in Caracas 1
had a grear reception, Never can 1 forget the attentions with which
the authorities honcred me.  The hotel was guarded, that no one should
intriude upon me ; while both the American Legation and the Spanish
Minister lnid me under lasting obligation by their unstinted kindness
and courtesy,

Several days passed in quiet, meantime, so urgent were the requests
of former friends to see me, that 1 could but give one day to réceptions,
Lt so was | troubled and distressed by their supplications and tears,
thit I was at last obliged to refuse to see anyone,  That I might obiain
a greater quiet, an apartment at the Ameriean Legation was placed at
my disposal, which 1 cccupied for o few days, The Arch Bishop my
personal friend, desiring to see me, and not being able to do so, availed
himself of the civil authorities to accomplish this object,

Une evening the Governor and 1 were at the Episcopal Palace. The
interview was important, The Bishop respected my opinion but he



regretted iy separation.  This sincere friendship for me was proven in
this act, and T feel assnred that this will unite us alwayvs, even unto
death.

I now needed two principal things; first 1o separate mysell from so
many friends; interconrse with whom' brake my heart, and second to see
in good time a FProtestant people, whose exemplification of Christian
virtues should be an object-lesson to encourage and confirm me in the
justice of 'my course, At the first ppportunity I tuened to this noble
American people, betaking mysell 1o the protecting folds of its Liroad
A, which to-day 1 love as if it had fAoated above my cradie.  Having
enrolled my name as membeér 0f one of the churches, and hoving regis-
tered asan mtended citizen of the Unmited States, my all alisorbing de-
sire 15 that with the Gospel faith of the Amencan people in my heart,
and their loved banner waving over my head, I may return 1o the people

af Colombin to teach them thet, in this generation, o nation increases in

true greatness, only in proportion as it frees itself from the crushing
yoke of Popes, Priestz and Monks, and adopts the only tfue faith, that
of the frée Evangelical Sons of North America.  For their fiith in'an
open Gospel s the eternal and only foundation of their religious and

aivil Tiberty and their prowl distinetion among the n
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SEPHREE PHASES OF LEEE.

A Tale, in which, for the first time are sxhilited Doenments
from the seoret Avebives of cortain Convents, sxposing  the
Tiutrieues and  Pazeontions divected aepinst the Hj--l-!li-h“]’u-.-
formers” by the Monastic Orders,

PEFRAY LEANDRO, THIZE ALMONER
OF MY CONVENT,"

A Tale i”riﬁll'ntin;_rl]tr' U I'Ir'-"|'l'|.l'|. of Monipastiog.
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CUTHE INTERIOR OF MY CONVENT?

The Trath as to the Maorals of Monnstics ; and 08 fo thieir In-
fluenee on Nationul Polities, ;
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The DPats and Doecuments onwhich the above works are lused
are of the groatest intérest i inportnoee, ng they are derived
from (hs highest sourmes,




