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It is & privilege =nd & pleasure to be here todey =nd to be L
able to tell you a little about my home, Fuerto Rico and the work
the Episcopel Chureh ie doing thares I s golng to tsell you a
1little story and you will forgive me if mlmost the first person I
mention in ihe Btory is my father.

About thirty years ago a young ren, Antonio Villafafie walked
into St. Lulkes Chureh in San Juen, Pnerto Rico and ssked for a frie—
nd of hie o The friend wos attending o meoting of &7 people’s
sogisty and he presented Antonio to the Reotod The o fRaVEYy
Walters Ho Auvited Antonio to come sgein to 416 youwug peopies
group with his friend, Iow Antonio wep & Rormn Catholic but he was
very much nttracted by this work among tha‘a:una peocple, he had an
peen much work like that being done ia hiec owvm Church. 8o he did-
go again with his friend and little by little he heard more and-more
about the Fpiscopal Churche Hoe thougkt it wvenderful to be =2bls to
hesr the Serviess of the Church in his own lsngusge, thet the priesi
could maryy and have o family of his own and thereby be better
fitted to undarstrnd tho prablems of other familles. le saw little
childran boeptized whather tharﬁl- yeg money to pey for the heptism or
not, in his Church you had to have the dollard le loved the hymns
he heard thaw slng toos B0, In t1a8 o nm Tr3e vATL ha de0¥aetk
to make the chenge snd become an Episcopalisne A little while aftey”
he wag received in the Clmurch, Rev. Walter who hand been oboerving
hic faoility to mnke friends, to exprese himself in public and to

help with the nctivities sems among the young peovle, asked him if
he would like to study to be a Minister of the Ipiscopal Churchs
After mich thought snd consideration Antonio decided to trye e
also followed the m:.e of S5ti Androw =nd galled bis brother,
Aristides., Aud so it wes that after much stﬁd;r and hard wvork the
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Villafefie brothers were ordoined to the priesthood in Jaumuary
1925. The first Puertoricen clergy and a direct result of the
work among young peoples

ly uncle continued as priest in chirge of the work at
St. Iuke's. There he bullt with the help of the young pecple
a basket bell court in the back yard of the Church/ And, my
mother, who at that time was the Parish Worker at St. Lulte's
has often told me about the groupe of young people who met
theres 8t. luke's playground and reading room meant worlds to
those young people Tor St. Iuké's was situfited right in the cent
or of the slum district of San Jusn. Many of the present Conge
of Ste John's Cathedral Imew our Church there and four Priests
found their vocation theree.

My father was lﬁtumilhnt to Father Sayler im
¥ayagues. He also started work among the young people. With
the help of the boys he cleaned the rubbish from = big space
between the mission buildings and then built up walls and laid
out a concrete court. There they played volley ball, basket
ball and the mission workers temnis/ He took his boys to other
places to play and went with them to splaye. the beach and to the
. country =nd fing groups of Si. And weew.Rnslgty ond G.F. S.
g:::wu;p there and are still than.#n";tﬁnr these groups we have
today members of the Church who are trained murses, civil
engineers, sgricultural engineers, sugar chemists and many others

From Mayagues my father was sent to Vieques, a small
island off the coast of Puerto Rico but considered part of F.R.
Here he took charge of the old missiom that had been without a
priest, and old lady worker doing what she could until she died
and my mthur_mn sente By that time my father was married and

I was mine months olde After renovating and fixing things up a
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bit in Viequez my father orgrnized a Sunday School for Spanish
and English speaking children snd also prepared a playground
htvaﬂ:_ the rectory and the Churche liiny years later boys who
played there came to my father in San Juan where he was in cherge
of one of the churches duing the war, toc have him buptize their
children. One of these men is a govermment radio operator.

From Vieques my father was sent to Quebrada Limon to take
charge of one of the largest missions in Puerto Rico and a 250
zere foirm. This was not & nev work but it needed reorganization
and the people needed to learnm much about the Episecpal Churche
Quebrads Limon is up in the mountains some disi-nece from Foncee
At that time the road was in a terrible condition and you had to
ride up on horseback. There were no electric lighis, telephone
or running water/ A set of storge batterries and a motor was
fixed up so light could be had for the Churches, and my father
with the help of the people built &= nmumber of ecisterms and so
the mission had proper drinking water. Theece wasnt anything he
could do about a telephone. The Church in Quebrada Limon
became the true center of the commmity, besides the religous
work there was a gzde school at th mission, end & clinic. Bran
ches of the Womans M,FEE E‘rianuy and boys socliety was
formed. A pliuyground was built and the boys taught to play
Volley ball. Vhen my father got the boys some uniforms to play
in they refused to put on those short pants before the girls. Bu
when a team from town csme out to play in their uniforms the boys
were convinged. Here at Quebrada Limon was wehers the First
Youth Conferemce was held with young people from other missions
as well as those of Quebrada Iimon and under the direction of
the Reve Fr. Donald Gowe. The second Youth Conference was also
held at (Quebrads Limon. Si.m then we have had Young Confereces
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at the Politecnic Institute at San German, P/ Ry 2%

and at the Boy Scout grounds up at Cuajataca
Pe Be In all muny Conferences have been held and young
peocple from all our missions on the island of FPuerto Rico and
even from the neighboring isl=and of St. Thomas have come. Ve
have been honored at these Conferences by many important visitors
from our Church here in the States/

How to get back to Quebrada Limon, my father left there jus
after this lust war started because he injured his beck while
doing some repalirs on one of the mission buildings and so could
not ride horse back which is very necessary for the work there.
He asked to be moved and he was sent to one of the new Churches
in Scn Juane A young Puertoricon priest and his wife, agraduate
of St. Iuke's School of nursing in Ponce took charge in (uebrada
limone A few years later the idea was concleved of starting am !
Agricultural school in Quebrada Limon and a young continental
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American priest came dowm to start it. Ve had the land and we
hod building that could be used with some repair. IHowever

after a little it was realized that the district there is too

dry cnd so when the opportunity presented itself for the church
to aeguire land and bulldimes * = = -° the-povermment projecte
near San Juan the Bishop and all concerned felt that the effort
should be mede. With the help of the Ym?‘.h Offering Rere in the
States the dream is coing true. And now we will not only hove

an ideal plage for our Agrigultural School but also a place
hl*upging to the Episcopal Church for our Youth Conferences each

Yyoars
My father is now at Holy Trinity in Ponce. Hn}{n!rl.nlw
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is the oldest mon-Romen Catholic work in the Vest
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Cnglish Congrgation. Here we have two groups of Vommn's
Auxiliery, one of Fuertorican women and cme of American womene
There is a Branch of the Girls Friendly and Condidates, Ste.
Andrew’s Society, Boy Scout treop snd Cubs und Young Feoples
Fellowship. The Sisters of the Transfiguration who have their
Comvent in Ponce help greatly in the work at Holy Trinity. JFr.
Gowe who I alive mentioned elsewhere with regard to the first
Youth Conference is also at Holy Trinity/ PFr. Gowe is also a
Dr. on the Staff of Ste Luke's Hospital, but he gives his spare
time to Holy Trinity and has charge there of the Choir and mmsic,
nnd the wok with the boyse. At Holy Trinity they have just raise
locally the money to buy a new ergan and I wish all of you who
are here today and myself eould drop in on Christmas Eve night teo
hear the beautiful Christmas music under the direction of Fr. Go
Holy Trinity¥bes produced five priests, bbsides a mumber of
graduate murses at St. Luke's and teachers.

You will forgive me for having mentioned my father so
much but he hss perhaps been in more missions on the island that
anybody else and I felt that by following himwe would kind of ke
keep on the tract/ Ihaputht'""*dwsmﬂruuwiuﬂﬂt
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Pturt Riun and see our Churche's Wors e dOT Yourselves. I
n_I ﬂ:ﬂ you will be very welcomee
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