Cuebrada Limon,
Box 776, Ponce, P.R.
April 18, 1932,

My dear Bishop Ferrando,

The subject matter of our recent correspondence
is a thing of the past so far as I am concerned- let us forget it so
that we can present a united front to a new danger that threatens the
work at (Quebrada ILirmon; ZIishop Colmore is at this moment on the seas
en route to the Nationmal Council with the recommendation that all agri-
cultural work at Quebrada Limon be discontinued,

A few weeks azo Bishop Colmore wrote me that on a certein date I
would be visited by a committee of the executive council to survey and
report the work here, I was all ready for them with horses saddled to
show them all over the place- but they laughed at the idea. They said
they would ask me one Question, "Was the farm a moiney making proposit-
ion"? OfF course I told them it was not, any more thas St. Catherine's
St, Andrew's >t any other missionary activity. They would not even in-
spect my books and leit me in a few minutes. Ir duc time Bishop Col-
more sent me a copy of their report (full of glaring inzsccuracies) and
their recommendation that the work be discontinued immediately. The
Bishop very zolitely told wue he had the highest opinion of my character
and my work but he must nevertheless concur in the recommendation of X
his committee and put it hefore the Wational Couneil and advise its
adoption, Curiously enough Jjust about that time one of my loecal
friends informed me that the minister here, Villafane. was going around
bragging that he would soon be living in my house- I asked the Bishop
point blank if he had promised my house to the little priest, there was
no room for equivocation and he had to admit it-- Then I began to see
a great light:

Villafane resents my lack of enthusiasm in regard to ¥
his monstrous imnovations in the Church service- I have carefully avoid-
ed any criticism of it, but he feels that I have damned it with faint
praise- Ve never have liorning Prayer, the 10 o'clock service he cells
High mess and it consists mostly of his changing his brilliant robes in
the chancel with the help of 2 and sometimes 3 red robed acolytes and
it has to be done to the sccompaniment of cleouds of ewil smelliag in-
cense; The crurch has been re-decorated and the wallsc are hung with
gaudy colored prints which are called stations of the Cross- There is
an additional altar (I think it is called & lady altar) near the entrance
of the Church, and the congregation is expectiZd to periorm in front of
it &t certain times. The simple dignified worship which you instituted
here and which the people understood is a thirg of the past- Villafane
knows I am not in symnathy with his innovations =nd has complained of me
to the Bishop and the latter has evidently decided that this is no
place for a protestant,

Bishop assumes that if the work is discontinued he can gel my salary
and farm appropriation to play with somewhere else, perhaps St. Cather-
ine's, He tells me he is iy favor of renting the whole estate as past-
ure to some big central that wants a place for its work cattle! Can you
conceive a greater piece of vandalism? +1hink of my acres of bananas,
my young coffee, and the hundrlds of Iorest trees that I have sel out,
And think of 211 the families that are more or less dependent, either
ags share crapners or helpers, on the farm work.

It iz monstrous to pretend that the diszcontinuance of the work be-
comes necessary at this particular time; The farm never was in better



shape, Iy files are full of letters from Bishop Colmore commending the
work 1 am doing, and one as late as last Lecember especizlly approves
the work and tells me he is getting an item of %1,000 for farm buildings
in the Advance work budget, Ofycourse there is the depression, but
why not let that hit all aftivities eocually; I am taking z 10% salary
cut and a 20% cut in farm appro :riation- The whole thing is wrong on
the face of it., 7hy should a little local committee presume to dictate
to the Board of lissions. I can stand losing my position, but why
shpuld I be kicked out suddenly to make room in my house for a favorite
priest- <The house that was puilt with your help and from a special ap-
propriation for agricultural missionaty's house,

I realize that my knell has sounded and I am not trying to hold on
where I am not wanted- But I do insist on decent treatment and suffi-
cient notice so that I can have several months to make my arrangements,

Our plan is to move over to our little finca on Maruen@ and we hope
that as humble LAY workers we can to some extent follow your good work-
There are many sick women and children who are getting no help whatever
from villafane, they do not happen to be Yis pets- 1 think we can get
a few donations from friends back in the 8tates of oia eclothing ana
linen, we will not ask for salable things and we will not be interested
in silk stockings forthe girls or neckties for the boys.

One main reason of this letter is to ask your permission to call our
poor little feeble work on larueno the "Ferrando lission® The name
will mean much to the people, and as our work would be purely practical
there would be no possibility of your everbeinsg embarrassed by qQuestions
>f doectrine or ceremonial- The religious side of our work will be
confined to our motto: "Hungry and ye fec Me; Naked and ye clothed le;
Sick and ve visited le", L

You will see Bishoy Ceolmore, his account of the chahge recommend-
ed may vary from mine, but you know us both and can draw your own con-
clusions,

The Conwocation has just finished its session at Quebrada
Limon; This is the first time in ayigreat many years that I have not
been & delegate to a diocesan convocation- We were not even invited to
ittend the sessions in spite of Bishop Colmore being a guest in our
ouse,

Your/judgment is completely vindicated,
Greetings to &ll the family,

Ever yours faithiully, =

/%W



