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Box 30, Ponce, P. Ma Feb. 10/05

"I beg to heni you the following report of my visit to Maya-
quez, frem which I have just returned-

tn ingquiry there I fin. that there are about 40 to 60 Anericans
resident in layaculz, for whom there is no religious provision except
an avening English service (occcasicnally) in the Presbyterien church,
There are, amons them, membors of our Chwureh, sufficient, I think, to
warrant a migssion for them; eand, I em creditobly informed, there are
others scattered through the tom, who - robably would respond and attend
our services. As the result of persenal vieits I paid I am, I think,
safe in saying that we can count on a congregatiom of sbout twenty to
gtort with, as all with whom I falked seemed pleased at the idea of a
migsion. Of course, whotever nembers we mzy begin with, will dininish
to 2 very small figure by Juns, and conitinue so until the teachers
return; but then the Chureh would be there to meet them and new ar-
rivals in September, with ihe prospect of good work before it. Itl
would, I believe,be wise to spend a Sunday there early- it would be a
magnificent start if you could come- and, by invitation, get together ==
many as possible at the service, have an open meeting and disouss the
project. That would aweken keen interest, and, perheps, result in the
organization of a pledged, although mmall, consregation as the nucleus of
a church.
. I can get ths use of o very nice, large, ccol rocm in the

of a home, in a central spot for the purpcse, wiih the sole expensze of



(2)
renting a few chairs and preperifig the room. This some room I nmaey, in a
few weeks, be able to permanently rent, as the present ocoupiers are
going Yorth. The house is a larpge one, and, by renting the whole, if
pozsible, for Church and clergymsn's residence, for which it is admirably
sulted, the rent of the portion for church purposes may bhe hut a small
advance on my personzl allowance.

Chairs can be purchased at about the seme cost as in San
Juan. I not, they can be shipped frem there at amall cost. And the
expenzs ol ritting up- altar, lights, desk, etc.- would not be great.
Te would need, at once, shout 25 each, hymn and preyer books: and,
should you have a spare oross and other things that would re:der the
servics churchly, they would be useful. Miss Wocds of the Industrial
Scheool, who is very enthusinstice and promises te be a grest help, will
receiva the books, ete,,; which can be sent by stesmer, under bill of
lading, to her. Yo mey be able to rent a plano or organ, until we
could purchase cne,

This English work started, branching out to ards the natives
would follow. The Presbyterians have a well organized werk cmong them
with seversl assistents- Ameriecan s and Puertorican,- =nd 2 mediecan
mission- to Mt. Caldwell, and, I understend, four preaching places.
There is, hewever, pleniy of room for us in the envirens as well as in
the town iiself; and between there and Ponce, there are severcl towns
that might be occupied- Enanica end Yanco (1) have lately been ocoupied
by the Baptists, who are sbout te erect buildings in both places; (ihey
have alsc sant a2 miscziens'y to Commo within the last month), but so far

as I Imew there is no Frotestant body at San Cermsm, or at the other

on the lins, TWhat are the epportunitiss on the other

side of Layaquiz I do not know, as yet; nor can I report regarding the



(3)
prospects of school work until I learn the ground better. The Nomanists,
who have fmerican priegsts hers, ars establishing schocls, but how
far that would affect any effort of ours, I cannot yet judge.
Mltogether, I have returned from my visit with the impressien
that the outlock is hopeful. At first, progress will be slow, but
ence started, the Church will, I beliebe, in Mayaquiz.
The Presbyterions are doing well, but nt the same time we must renember
that what they have gained is the result of nearly five years' work.
sust so, our begimning moy te smell, but theres is much {0 be done, but
4ine will show, perliaps, equally cood resulis.
lly expenses to layagquiz were $B."|'4I
(3igned) David V. Bland

To Eishop Van Buren,



