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P. O BOX 1220
San Juan, Porto Fico

fpril 24,1918
Fev. Arthur R. Grey,l.D.

Sec'y for Latin !merica, . ’
281 Fourth Ave., '
New York City, N. Y.
Tear Doctor Gray: . 5
ly promised L?viathan_has nut1ﬁrogte§§fﬁ f?rw
far towerd completion since I wrote to you lest, and I feel that
I ﬁuat csend you some kind of espology. It is e sheme to have
to ccknowledge thet I have not got sufficiently Battlﬁﬂ %9 my
vork to dispose of routine work easily. But that ds the aﬁsa.
However,in timﬂﬁllhﬁpe tu-eumpleta the letter I.beEun;sarlang
850, - a
Lent was disap ointing to me. Our people a? ct.

John's mede no apperent effort to teke sdventsge ;f the priv-
ileges offered to them. Lxcept for & feithful feW}whc,ilways

may be depended upon to attend services whenever {the Church

pives thew the opportunity,our cdditionsl services were very

-poorly attended. Ixrs.Colpore,es you know,was kept at home
}:ﬂuring the whole of Lent céring for five cases of measles in

“ her.ovn. fanily. ©She wes wonderful! The children emerged from

their ordesl appsrently as well as ever.- But I nissed her

Erp{gSeﬁce very much. Easter Dny,however,was & dey of joy.
)

Eishﬁﬁ'calmﬂre preached for me and Celebreted at the 10:30
o'elcek Celebration. The Eﬁureh wos conmpletely filléd and

2 lerge number com mnicated. _nother lerge sudience filled

the church on the evening of Laundy Thursday,vhen our augmented
choir sang Steiner's Crucifixion. I had to borrow fifty éﬂ-

diticnal chairs from the Y.l.C.'. for that evening end for

Zester Dey.
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Bishop Colmore is to vieit us =2t both Ei. thn‘s';ﬁ& st.
Iuke's for confirmetion on Sunday,liey 6th. I am expectiog
to present six at St. John'e and three at St. Inke's. But
one newer knows until the event how meny will actually come
for confirmation. AN

A wonderful opportunity for work amongguﬁr armoy officers
hae been presented this winter. A training camp for officers
is now being held at the Infantry Barracks and at El.Morfa.
About 400 are there under instruction. St. John's is most
conveniently located for. work among these men. Not many of
them heve much knowledge of English,however,and we have no
Spanieh-epesking priest,except lir.Wslter, here,and lir.Walter
hae as much a8 he is able to zttend to in the three centers
of his work. I have wriftten to Bishop Ferry of our War
Commission asking for the services of a man for this work.
I think Bishop Colmore also hes recommended the men whom h&
thinks suiteble for it. But nmen are very herd to get,ss you
well know. 4 lerge cantonment is now being built at Sabor-

veo,a tuburb of San'Juan, It is plenned to eall there the

more then 14,000 Forto Rican troops for tresining. Ve ought
: b
to have a man,e priest,to work & . Every feeility would

be given him by the authorities. I do wish you could find
time to tolk over the montter with Bishop Perry or Zishop
Lawrence. Incidentally let me say that Iorto Higgrgwine &g
meh as was nsked of us for the work of our Var Commission.
Bichop Colmore goid something ctartling to me the other
dey. He seid thot he wented some day to telk over the dispo-
Eition of- the recently scouired property in Condado, for if

he kept the old Episcopal Residence at Rio Tiedras and used
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it in training our future native priests,he would not be =ble
to carry into effect his plans for a Condado center of work,-
Church, residences,and school,eto. I do hope that it wil}

not be necessary to meke this sacrifice. I am in full sym-

rethy with the Bishop's educstional scheme. Ve cannot popeltnl

do very much in the way of church extension until we ?avq ﬂee
veloped a native clergy. Ve ore only ?grking at the edge ?f,
the problem. A%t the same time,if the "Americenos" are %o be
looked after,they can better be cared for in the Condado thﬁp
in any down-town site. There is only one thing in Bishop
Colmore's plan with which I em unsble to Eympethiza: I think
thot it would be 2 celamity to give up St. Jogn’s Churech in
San Juen. Let the work for our English-spesking Churchmen be
transferred elsewhere,but the faet remains that St. John's is
in the center of the best residence section of the 0ld city.
Vhy work among Syanieh-spesking Porto Ricens hss been allowed
to die out altogether at St. John's,I have never gsought to
know. llo doubt it is difficult. But I happen to know that

e very large number of the finest Porto Hiesn men-San Jdyan
men-have definitely broken off with the Romen Church snd are
I[izsons. There are hundreds of them here. They are without

any church. Few of them sre ~ttracted by services in English.

But, give them the liturgy in Spenieh,and good Epsnich presching

and I believe thet they cen be won to the Church. This ie the

opinion also of liajor Lirpitt who hes been in Forto Rico slmoset

ns long 28 hoe been ‘mericem. Ir. Woymouth elso tells me thet

e will never consent to the s=le of St. John's,thet it repre-

sents too many sserifices of the Church to be given up lightly,

and that it is greatly needed where it is. If,instead of con-
gidering the sele.of ¥ er.-.':; Log il W-&_M



to yut more into it,not for our "Americanos," but for the
Tuertorriguenos,such as a larger and better equipped parochiali
school,services in Spenish on Sunday both morning end qvgning.l
ete,ete,-many things will stggest themselves to you,-I-think
we would be doing the right thing. If we get out now,our
brethren of the Roman Church will think thet they have us on
the run. Ve may have been guilty of besd menners in 1ua£t1n§‘
St. John's were it is,-I am not so sure of this,however,-but
Good Menners will not be appreeisted by our neighbura;riThér:_
will only misinterﬁret'us. And thefﬂ is abeuiutély:hn ﬁﬁastiap
about the good effect the presence of ohur Church has produced
upon them. £l

| I have not ventured to ssy all this to Bishop Colmore.
The prcjﬁc? of having & Bishop's Church in the Condedo has I
@égﬁlsd_neﬁf his heert that I have not cared to tell him all
I‘am_thinkjng;&bﬂut it. If his plen in regérd to tha-new d
church could be cerried into effect,with the oxception of the
gele of old 8t. John's and the rbandonment of the work in the
61d eity,I should be most haartily in fevor of it. Vork
emong the /‘mericsns here has but a doubtful future,as you must
Jnow. The same conditions politieslly as eﬁusaﬁ the retirement
of “ichop Brent from the Ihillipines obtain here also. /And
unless we are prepared to remein an exotie,n foreign Church,
end o sect,ve rmst rsise up a nrtive eclergy end go after the
nrtives.

There is much more thet I should like to discuss with

you,but tine will not permit me just now to gay more.

With Tindest regards,b-lieve me

' Faithfully yours, .
V:S'
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