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THE CHURCH OF JESUS
Quebrada Limon
P.0.Bex, 3, Pones,P.R. .

Raport of the Meetings of "The Chureh of Jesus" in
Forte Rico, held during Bishop Rudelph's wvisit, June
the twentieth to July the ftenth, 1912, by the Gener-
al Cormittes, a®proved and adopted by the CGensral
Council a* its third session, hsld July seventh,
19125

In anticipation of the return to Porto Rice of our beloved Presiding Presby-
ter and his family, and tha visit of Bishop Robert L. Rudelph, as a delegate from
the Reformed Fpiscopal Church of the Unitsd 5tates and Canada, a special meeiing
of the General Committes was held on Junse the sixiteenth, 1912. At this meeting
it was resclved to tender a reception to these brethren on their arrival, and,
in accordance with the Constitution and By-laws of the Church, to esll a special
meeting of the Ceneral Council, %o be held on Sunday, June the twenty-third, for
the purpcss of slecting a Bishop.

On Friday afterncon, June the twenty-first, a delegation on horseback met
cur returning friends at E1 Pastillo, and accompanied them to Quebrade Limen.
About half way to the Church, & procession of over four hundred persons from the
Central and other stations, with banners and hymms, expressed their hearty wel-
coma. This company, which included members of the Sunday School, communicants of
the Church, tha CGensral Committes, the Missionaries and the Deacons, made their
way along the road to the Church chanting psalms and singing hymns. An arch-way
of palm branches led to the enirance of the Church, the interlor of which was
decorated as is our custom on festive occasions. The Deacons, Prssiding Preshy-
ter and Bishop, also the members of ihe housenold who constituie the choir, took
their places in the chancel. The congragation filled the Church to overflowing.

A brief service of thanksgliving for the happy reunion of Pastor & peopls was
held. A touching incident in the ssrvice was witnessed when iiodesto Rivera, a
candidate fer orders, who, in the servieca of the Church, had recently lost his
left arm, and who was breought from the hospital in Ponee that afiernoon by the
Presiding Presbytor, came forward to give thanks for his deliverance from dsath
and to consecrate his life anew to the sorvice of nis Leord.

The Presiding Presbyier than addressed the econzrogation, exprsssing his
thanks for their cordial receplion and the demonstratlon of their lcve and loyal-
ty. Bishop Rudolph follownd and also oriefly expressed his appreciation of their
walcome, not a&s an honer given itc man, but as a manifestation of their devction
to the Gospel of Christ, as set forth by the Refeormed Episcopal Church which he
reprasanted, and as it had bean preached to them by their Pastor during the last
twelve years. :

A meeting of the General Commities was called for Saturday, June ths twenty-
sacond, to receive Bishop Rudolph officially.

After the benediction pronounced by Bishop Rudelph, the people came forward
to greet him and their Fastor.

REERFFEERREEES

A meeting of the Goneral Committoe was held in the Church, on Saturday, June
the twenty-second, all the members being pressat. After the singing of the Veni
Creator and tha prayer for the meeting of Ecclesiastical bodias, Bisghop Rudolph
presented the following credentials:-

CENERAL COUNCIL
of the Reformed Episcopal Church.
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, June 13", 1912,

-

To Whom It May Concern:-
This is o0 cartify that ai the Twentieth Gensral Council of the
Reformed Episcopal Church, held in Christ Memorial Church, Philadelphia, Pannsyl-
vania, May eiphtéenth, 1512, the following Resoclutions were unanimeously adopted,
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"Recognizing that there is a body of Latin Christians in Porte Rico who
are worshipping with a Frayer Book which is substantially our own, and hear-
ing that they are desirous of socuring the Fniscopate, we extend to such our
hearty preetings, and recommend

(a) That Bisnop Rudolph be requessted to visit the field.

(b) That he advise them as to the steps necessary to organization in har-

mony with our Canon Lew.

(¢) And, if desiring the Episcopate, that they nominate their candidate,

supplying the necessary canonical ecredentials.”

The above is a trus and faithful copy of the Minutes of the General Council
of the Reformed Episecopal Church.

(5igned) Chas. F. Hendricks,
Secretary.

Upon motion Mrs. Ferrande was wmanimously electod the offieial interpreter.
Bisnop Rudolph made a brief address further emphasizing the cordial and fraternal
dispesition of the Reformed Episcopal Church of the United States and Canada to-
wards the "Church of Jesus” in Porte Rico. A number of letters from leading
clergymen received by him before loaving Wew York wars read. The following arti-
cles were presented by the Bishop in coummemoration of his visit:-

The Prayer Book and Hymal of the Reformed Zpiscopal Churceh;

The Declaration of Principles, the Articles of Religion , the Catechism, and

the Constitutien and Canons;

The Life of Bishop Ceorge David Cummins;

The History of ihe Rafermed Episcopal Chureh by ¥rs. Price;

The Journal of the Ninetesenth Generasl Couneil;

The Minutes, of the 30" and 31" Councils of the New York and Philadelphia
Syned, of the 29" Counell of the Syned of Thieago, uf the 38" session
of the South Carolins Convoeation,

A& Catalogue of the Tqaalogical Seminary of the Reformsd Fpiscopal Churen,

Several copiss of the Episcopal Recorder, May 23", 1%12;

A sermon by Dr. Dager, entitled "Why the Refermed Fpiscopal Church!”

The following pamphlats:-

Events leading to the formation of the Reformed Episcepal Church; by
Frafssaor D. 0. Kellogg;

Has the Reformed Episcopal Chureh the Hlstnrlc Episcopate?, by a Layman,

The Lord's Supper in itz relation to Christian Unien, by the Reverend

' Doctor iluhlenberg;

The points of differsnce beiween the Protestant Episcopal Church and
the Reformsd Episcopal Churck;

What is the Reformed Episcopal Church? by Bishop Cheney;

A form of Confirmation Cartificate;

Copy of the Order of Service of bthe Consecration of Bishep Rudolph,

Four photogrephs of the members of the 20" General Council, held in
Philadelpnia, May 1912.

One of the Deacons at the request of the General Cormittee made the following
response:-
"¥ery Revyerend Brother:-

The General Committes of this Church, profoundly moved by the
Christian and courteous attituds of the General Council of the Reformed Epis-
copal Church of the United States and Canada, requests me to express to you
in briesf words our sincere apprecimtion and gratitude for their action,
which comes to renew our hepes as to the realization of our dosire of obtain-
ing the Episcopate in order to complets ecur form of government and acclesi-
astical discipline. This desire, I can assure vou, exists not only in the
General Committes, but alse in our whole Church.
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The official and personal relations of our belcved Presiding Presbyter
with the Reformed Fpiscopal Church of the United 5tates and Canada, have
made us acqguaintad from the beginning of our exisience &s an ecclesiastical
btody, with the principles sustained by your Church; and, finding them to be
in perfect harmony with the Word of God, which is our only rule of conduct
and faith, we did not hesitate to ombrace them as the basis of our organiza-
tion, except in such points of disciplinary liberty as pertain to times and
Placsas.

Hot believing in the Apostelic Succession, it has been easy for us to
seée in the perscn of our bsloved Presiding Presbyter, the ancinted of the
Lord and our cwn 3ishop. Usvertheless we must confoss that sometining seemed
to us all to be lacking, nct only in order to fully honor him whom we so
love for his Apcostolic zeal and fatherly love towards us, but alse in order
to have our Church brought into a category that would command the respect of
other historie Churches.

I refer to the Consecration of him whom our hearts already vensrate as
our Bishop. But how to realize trhis gereral desire was A difficult problem
for us Lo solve, bocause we lacked ihe necessary kuowledge for procedure in
such a case.

The Ceneral Couneil of the Reformed Fpiscopal Chureh has sclved this
difficulty, end you may imagine the gratitufle we all feel, and wnich I, in
the name of the Coneral Committse express to rou, and ask that jou will con-
vey the same to wvour own people, when you return te¢ them after terminating
your mission.

Woleoms to you, and may (od enabls our Church to express to you the
general rejoicing caused by your presence among us."

It was wnanimpusly carried that we recommend to the General Council ths
elaction of Bishop Rudoloh as Presiding Officer during his stay in Porto Rico.

It was further resclved, that, in compliance with the objeet of Bishop Ru-
dolph's viszit, we recaumend, secondly, that a Bishop be chosen in ths following
manner:-

(a) That nominations bs made at the meeting te be held Sunday June the 23".

() That ths eleciion be neld at a second session of the Censral Couwneil,

at the CENTRAL, on Juns the 30"; and that notice of the: second
session be sent to 2ll the members at the various stations.

On motion the Commitiee adjcurned aftor the bonedietion by the Bishop.

(A R R EE T EEE LR T}

On Sunday, Juns the 23", after wmorning prayer and a sermon by the Reverend
Dopetor Ferrando, a letter to tho Chureh from our beloved Brother, the Reverend
0.k .8tearns yas read. Ur. Stearns, to whom we owe more than we can ever express,
commended his Bishop to our kind care and fellewship, trusting that wo would re-
ceive nim as we would himself, and saying that the cbject of the Bishop's visit
was to encourage us to grsater things, and to ascertain if we desired Doetor For-
randec to be consecrated our Bishop.

At the conelusion of the reading of this letter the entire congregation rose
to express their cordisl reception of Bishop Rudolph.

The benedietion havinz been prenounced, *the General Council was called to
order.

The Chairman of the General Committee reported ths gsction taken by that Com-
mittea on the previous day. A translation of the crsdsntials was read; and the
publications of the Reformed Episcopal Church were presentad.

Hoarty thanks were tendered te the Bishop by a rising vote. Appreciation
was further exprosssd wiwn one of the Dsacons stepped forward with a Spanish
Bible in his hand, and said to ths Bishop:- .

"The Chureh of Jesus prasents you with this Book, in the hope that on
the occasicn of your next visit to Porto Rico you will be able to expound
its doetrines to us in Spanish."
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In accordance with the first reccmmsndation of the Censral Cormittee Bishop
Rudolph was elected Presiding Officer by the unanimous vote of the more than
three hundred members present.

Bishop Rudolph with a word of thanks then took the Chair. Preoceeding with
the ordar ef the day, he called for the sacond reccmmendation of the Gensral Com-
mittee. It was presented and in compliance with section "a", nominations were
declared to be in order.

The Reverend Menusl Ferrando, D.D. was nominated for the Episcopats. The
Chairman asked whather thers were any oiher nominations. In response to this,
and by a unanimous vote, nominations were closed, and Doetor Ferrande was declarsd
to be the nominee.

Section "b" of the Committee's second recommendation being called for objec-
tion was made to the procedure sugpested by the General Cormittse.

After considerable discussion, it was unanimously voted, in order to give
members at the mors distant stations tiwe opportunity of having a part in the im-
portant action proposed, that prior to June 30" mestings be held at the various
staticns for the purpose of explaining the matters under consideration, and for
the slection of a commission to receive the votes of the members of the parish on
the question of the alection of Doetor Ferrando. Furthermors that these commis-
sions be instructad to submit the result of their canvass tc the Ceneral Committee
on Saturday, June the 29" feor examination and approval.

Upon motion tre Council adjourned io meet after the morning service on Sun-
day, June tha 30" {c receive the report of the General Committse.

The benadietion was pronounced.

LA R R R SRR RN T

On Sunday, June 30", after morning prayer and a sermon by Doctor Ferrando,
Bishop Rudolph called the meeting of the General Council to order.

The desire of the Coumcil for the presence and guidance of the Holy Spirit
was expressed by the singing of the Veni Creator, and a prayer by Doctor Ferrando.

The Chairman with considerahle detail, expounded clearly the doctrine, form
of worship and polity of the Reformed Episcopal Church.

The Declaration of Principles was rsad; the Articles of Religion were summar-
ized; reference to the Prayer Book, sc familiar to us, was made; the Constitution
end Canons were explained; and the steps necessary to organizaetion in harmony
with these were set forth.

At the conclusion of Bishop Rudelph's addross the menters of the Couneil, by
a unanimous and enthusiastic vote, affirmed their faith in the doetrine; expressed
their love for the form of worship; and declared their readiness to asdopt the
polity of the Reformed Fpiscopal Church.

The report of the Genersl Cocmmitiee being in order, Doctor Farrando begped
leave to withdraw.

The Committes having received, examined and approved the reperts of the var-
ious Commissions, anncunced the follcwing results:-

The Votes of the vericus Stations

Stations Pro Con
Quoebrada Limon - = = = = = = = - = 308 0
Penuelas = = = = = = = = = = - = - 110 o
Quebrada dsl Agua - - - - = - - - - 129 0
Tellaboa Alta = = = = = = = = = - = 124 0 L
Quebrada Ceiba vy Quebradillas - - - 258 0
Rincon v Ojo del Agua - - - = - - = i) 0
El Pacho y Piedras Blancas- - - - - 112 Q
El Pastillo - = = = = = = = = = = = 109 (4]
Marueno v F1 Matg - - - - - - - - - _166 =L

Total numbsr of votes, - - - 14469 0
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This report was received by the wnanimous vote of the Couneil. Bishop Ru-
dolph reminded the Council of the absolute necessity of Divine guidance in taking
a step of such vital importance in the life of the Church.

After leading the Council in praver, he sugsested that the unaninous votle
reported by the Genmsral Comittes be confirmed in Council assewmbled. In accord-
ance with tha Chairman's su~gestion, it was moved that the Sscretary of ths Coun-
eil cast one vote for the ' -animous confirmation of the election of the Reverend
Doctor Ferrande as Bishop.

The motion was carried, the ballct was cast, and Doctor Ferrando was declared
by the Chairman to be duly elscted.

The Rev. Ramon Cortez, Deacen, and Don Antonio Gerardino, Senior member of
the General Commitiee, were appointed a Committes to notify Dector Farrando of
his slection to the Episcopate.

As the Commities returned with Dector Ferrande, the larpge and fully repre-
santative congregation rose and sang the Cloria in Fxeelsis.

Doctor Forrando addressed the Council, expressing his gratitude for the con-
fidonce invelved in the amction just taken, and plsaded with the members of tha
Church to co-oparate with him in securing the advancemont of the Kingdom of Cod
by their zeal and prayers.

It was ordered that the minutes of the Couneil be referred 4o ihe General
Committes, and that the Committes be instructed to prepare the petition to the
Genaral Cowncil of the Reformed Episcopal Church for the consecration of Doctor
Forrando, and that these minutes and petition be submitted for approval at the
next session of the Cowmeil.

After the benediction by Doetor Ferrandoe, ths Council adjourned to meet on
Sunday, July the 7.

RS SSERAEREES

On Sunday July the 7', 1912, an adjournsd meeting of the Church of Jesus was
held at Quebrada Limon, at the close of the morning service, Bishop Rudolph pre-
siding.

Efter the singing of the hymmn, "Come Holy Spirit, Heavenly Dove", and a
prayer by Doctor Ferrando, the Chalrman ecalled for the reading of the fore-going
report of the Censral Committes.

On metion this repert was unanimously adopted.

The Gensral Commities then submitted the felleowing Reselutions:-

RESOLUTIONS
effered by the Cenoral Committee at a mesting of the Ceneral Council of
the Church of Jesius on Sunday, July the 7", 1%912.

I. WHEREAS, the General Coimeil of the Reformed Episcopal Chursh of the United
and %anada nhas rosponded to the earnsst dssirs of our hearts in sending
Bishop Robert L. Rudelph to us as a delegate cleothed with authority to de-
fine the conditions upon which the Council is willing to consecrats t¢ the
Episcopate our choica for that holy office,
RESOLVED, that we do hereby express our heartfslt gratitude to the Teneral
Couneil in view of this acticn,
II.WHEREAS, A. We find ourselves in perfect accord with the doctrine of tha Ra-
formad Episcopal Church as set forth in 4ths standards of the
Church, and
E. We have given evidence of our devotion to a liturgiecal form of
wershdp by the uss of the Evangalical Praver Book of the Reioiwrad
Fpiscopal Church during the peried of our exisience, and
€. Wo have expresssd unanimously and authorstively our readiness to
adopt the Constitution end Canons of the Reformed Episcopal Church
for our government, and
D. The Chureh of Jesua has bsen publicly recorded and well known as



RESOLYRD,

III. WHEREAS, A.

6
"Reforned Fpiscopal” owing to its affiliation with the Church of
the Aionement, ermantown, Philadelphia,
that we make respectful application %o he received as a Juria-
dietion of the Reformed Zpisceopal Church in the United States
and Canada.
The Genaral Council of the Reformed Episcopal Churcin has most
graciously expreased a rsadiness to consscrate a Bishop of our
cheige upon sortain eonditions, and

o B. Wa firmly balisye that an Fpiscopal Tonstitution is most dosira-
ble to insure the stability and further development of our work,
and

= €. We have intsnded to fulfil the conditions contained in your Del-
egate's eradentials by the resclutions contained in the above
report of the meetinpgs of our Generzl Council

RESOLVED, That we submit ouwr getion, in the slaction of the Reverend

IV. WHEREAS, A.
Li B'

RESOLVED,

Manuel Ferrando, D.D., to the FEpiscopate, to the Genaral Couneil
of the Reformed Episcopal Churen for approval, and that we sarn-
6s5t]l; petition the Council to consecrats our nominse.

Our object in this application is not to sseure finaneial sup-
port, and .

It may possibly appear inexpsdisnt to bring this work inte cor-
perato union with the Church in the United States and Canada,
trat we do hsreby pray that the Cenersl Council may grant us at
least the consecration of ihe Reverend Docicr Ferrande with the
privilege of a separaie occlesiastical existence in harmony and
fellowship with it.

On motion thess resolutions wers unanimously approved and adopted by a ris-

ing vote.
There being

no other businoss hefore the house, Bishep Rudelph, addressed

the Council, giving as his farswell message tweo passagss of Seripturs, II. Time-
thy, 4: 1-5; and Jude, 24, 25.

The Couneil

adjcurnad, sine die, after the singing of the Doxalogy, and the

banedietion by Fishop Rudolph.

(8igned EDITH M.P.FERRANDO,
Secretary of the Nenaral Council.

THE GENERAL COIRIITIEE

(Hera is atiached Antonio Cerardine
the seal of ths Jacobine Feliciane G.
Genoral Comities Epifanio Maldenado
and the seal of Franciseco Rivera
the Chureh of Je- Esteban Olivieri
sus.) DRACOKS: -

Vietor Rivers

(The original docu- Primitivo Maldonado
ment is in Spanish; Hermenegilde Msldonado
the translation is Ramon Corte:z
by Mrs. Ferrando; PRESIDING PRESBYTER: -
the correctness of Hanuel Ferrande
this copy of the
translation ie
vouched for by the
undersigned,

ROBFRT L. RUDOLPH)
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The Rev. Willian A. Freementle, D.D., presented the
following Resolutions, seconded by Pishop Cherles Ddward

Cheney, DeDe, S.T.Ds, which were unaninously adopted, by
a risins vote, to wit:-

WHEREZAS, The Church of Jesuaz, in Porteo Rico, heas
unenimously vetitioned this Couneil, to bhe received
into orgenic union with the Reformed Episcopal Chureh,
in the United States, end alao thet thas Reve '"2nueal
Ferrando, DeDs, be consecretsd to the Ipiscopate, for
wark worlt in the Church of Jesus,
THSRIFORES, B2 IT RESOLTED, Thet we eztend to-the Church
o Jasua, our heertisst grestings in the Lord, and
pray thet greoea, merey end pecce maer hs multiplied unts
them: &nd
BE IT FURTHER RISOLED, That in the opinion of this Coun-
ell, it is inexpediont, et this +time, to effect eny or-
ganic union, Tetweesn ti: Reformed Eviscopal Church end
tha Chureh of Jesus iz Porto Ricoy end
BE IT FURTHZR RESOLTED, Thet this Council instruct the
Prosiding Rishop to consecrets the Rev. Dr. Ferrando, to
the Tviscopete, and thet Dr. Ferrendo, haes trensferred
to ths Church of Jesus in Porto Rico, in order thet Zo nay
exercise his offiee in that fieldgunhindereds thereby se-
purins the freer and fuller davsloomantiof the polity
of thet Church.

Bishop Fellows announced tist the Consecration of
Rave Dre. Ferrendo would tele plece this evening, 2t the
Churecl of the Atonement, Termantovwa, Philede.

" motion of the Reve. Tilliem T. Tey, the Cheir apvoint-
ad *he Revs. illiam Te Yey, Tilliem D. Stevens, D.D.,
Williem A. Freementla, D.D., 23 & Tomrittes to notify +he
Boev. Dr. Ferrnndo, that the Couneil hed suthorized the
Preaidin: "ishop to proceed with his consecretion to the
Episcopate, for the Church of Jesus in Porto Rico.
On hehalf of this Committes, ths the Reve Dre Yreementle,
preaented to the Presidin; “ishop the Rev. Drs Ferrande,
he Council sunp the Floris in Eizcelsis . The Presiding

Rishor presented ti:iz Rev. Dre. Dorrendo to the Couneil,
who addreized the Council with grest feelin: “eceuse of
tha addsd responsi*ility pleced upon him.
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On motion of the Mev. Duene Vevill, Mishop Robert
Le Rudolph, D.D., our dolegate to the Church of Jesus in
Porto Mico, was disclherged, with ihe grateful %heanlis of
the Council.

Modesto Rivero wes presented by Pishop Rudolph

to the Presiding “ishop, who presented him to the Council.,
Mre Rivero is 2 younz men who is studying for tie ninistry
thet ho might lakor emon;: his own people in Porto Rieo.

On motion of r. Thomas L. "a2rry, it wes ordered, that
YWre William Titson, Treesurer of the Teneral MTouneil,
be instructed to pay out ol the EIntertainment Fund, the
szpenses of Tnterteining the DiIputies to thisz Special eet-
ins of +hs Twentieth General Council.,
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Bishop Fallows ennounced thet it weas impossi‘hle
for him to malte o visit to ths Yissionery Jurisdietion
of thes Pecific, as requested r* the last méeting of the
General Council, and hs hed requested Rishop Rudolph to
males suech & visit, which he Lad done, to ths zresat en-
couragemsnt of Pishop Cridge mand ths Jurisdietion.

Pishop Rudelph vresented snd read his report in con-
nection with his vigit to ths Yissionery .Turisdietion of
the Pacifiec, which, on motion, wes received end ordered
apreed upon the Minutes, to wit:-

BISHOF RUDOLPH'S REPORT OT HIS TISIT TO THE
WISSIOHARY JURISDICTINN NF THE PACITFIC,




